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Ken Najorka, RD–najorkaperformancehorses@gmail.com, FL

Andi Taylor–taylorag54@gmail.com, NC

Region 8 (OK, TX, MS, AR, LA, NM)  
Amanda Eck, RD–amanda_eck@hotmail.com, NM

Pat Leach, RD–pakale@sbcglobal.net, TX
Cheryl West, RD–westequetrian@gmail.com, OK 

Marilyn Coffey–marilyn.mcequestrian@gmail.com, E. OK
Rachel Anderson–reinwithgracehorseman-

ship@gmail.com, W. OK
Gerrie Barnes–gerriebarneskw@gmail.com, E. TX

Laura Hamrin–heartsfire1@gmail.com, N. TX 

Region 9 (WY, NE, CO, KS, MO)  
Jill Montgomery, RD–Jill@JRAMEnterprises.com, CO

Lanae McDonald, RD–lanaemcdonald@gmail.com, WY
Schellie Blochberger, RD–osagehorses-

bandb@gmail.com, MO
Larry Killam–COhorsegate@q.com, CO

Shanda Mattix–Shanda.mattix@colbycc.edu, KS
Kiersten Thompson–NW MO Rep - 

 thompsonkier@gmail.com 
Donovan Dobbs–SE MO Rep - the107ranch@gmail.com 

Jennifer Cole–WY Rep - jcole@cwc.edu   

Region 10 (CA, NV, UT, AZ, HI)  
Patty Bogart-Head - RD–headj005@hawaii.rr.com, HI

Amy Obringer–RD amyorodeo@hotmail.com, CA
Brenda Falco–Northern CA Rep–brendafalco@yahoo.com

Lori Hall-McNary–Southern CA Rep -  
hallmcnary@earthlink.net
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A D V E R T I S E R S

NEW AD RATES
THE INSTRUCTOR
MAGAZINE 

Visit www.CHAinstructors.com/advertise or email:
SarahConrad@CHAinstructors.com

We print 4,500 issues 
that are distributed to all 
CHA members, CHA 
individual and equine 
facilities program 
members and at our In-
ternational and Regional 
Conferences and at all 
trade shows and events 
that CHA attends.

Ad Space Reservations: 	 Mid-February
Ad Materials Due: 	 End of Feb.
Publication Distributed: 	 Spring

ASK ABOUT: Non-Member Rates,  
Ad Design Rates, Ad File Specifications

PR INT  AD  RATES  &  S IZES :

 SIZE 	 MEMBER	 DIMENSIONS

 Full page 	 $475 	 7.5 x 9.5

 Half page 	 $290 	 7.5 x 4.5

 Quarter page 	 $175 	 3.75 x 4.5

 Sixth Page	 $95	 2.5 x 4.5

 IFC/IBC 	 $750	 7.5 x 9.5

 Back Cover 	 $850	 7.5 x 4.5
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From the Pen of the President
Welcome 
to the CHA 
International 
Conference 
in beautiful 
Ft. Collins, 
Colorado. I 
can’t believe 

it has almost been a year since our 
big 50th anniversary in Kentucky. 
That was a great party but there 
is much more still to come. CHA 
is growing, evolving, changing, 
and continually striving to be a 
leader in education and safety in 
the equine industry. So we gather 
once again to learn from some 
of the most passionate, educated 
varied equine professionals on the 
continent. Our hard working and 
knowledgeable staff and volunteers 
have planned an enlightening 
and rewarding program for you. 
Workshop leaders and speakers are 
innovators in the equine industry 
so be sure to take full advantage 
of these opportunities to network, 
ride in sessions and attend the 
round table discussions. If you are 
a first time attendee consider this 
quote from Benjamin Franklin, “Tell 
me and I forget. Teach me and I 
remember. Involve me and I learn” 
Jump in and meet new people, talk 
to someone who has experience 
in a discipline you are not familiar 
with, put yourself out there. And to 
the folks who have attended many 
CHA gatherings, John Adams has 
some words of wisdom for us, ”Old 
minds are like old horses, you must 
exercise them if you wish to keep 
them in working order.” Thanks for 
coming, we are glad you are here, 
have a great weekend.

Beth Powers,  
CHA President

CHA Forging Ahead
It is so great 
to have you 
all here in 
one spot 
to network 
together and 
learn from 
each other. It 

has been an exciting year for CHA 
as we have a new database that 
will be transforming the way we 
do business with our members in 
a more timely and efficient way. 
It will also include a new website 
and more that will be coming 
out next year. Please continue 
your good work of teaching and 
running safe, effective and fun 
lessons, camps, horse programs and 
equine facilities. Our staff, board 
and volunteers will continue to 
do our good work of running the 
largest certifying body of equine 
professionals in North America!

Christy Landwehr,  
CHA Chief Executive Officer

 Host Site 

Thank you to Our Hosts:
Colorado State University Equine Sciences 

Colorado State University is proud to be the first 
land-grant university to offer a Bachelors of 
Science in Equine Sciences. Enrollment in 
this major has steadily increased since 1986, and 
now serves almost 500 undergraduate students. 
The curriculum is distinctively flexible, allowing 
for the balance of a rigorous biological science 
program with practical hands-on experience. 

The hub of CSU’s Equine Sciences program is 
the B.W. Pickett Equine Teaching and Re-
search Center. This area houses the massive 
football field-sized indoor arena, a student barn 
with stalls and classrooms, and the Legends 
of Ranching Barn named after the renowned 
LOR Performance Horse Sale. Directly to 
the north is the Equine Reproduction Labora-
tory, a cutting-edge facility where research 
is conducted on all aspects of reproduction, 
including mare and stallion management, 
hormonal therapy, and embryo transfer. In the 
near future, the Temple Grandin Equine 
Center will be built to house an extensive 
equine assisted activities and therapy (EAAT) 
program and partnership program with the 
Right Horse Initiative allowing students to 
work with horses in transition. 

The Equine Sciences program is excited to 
have a faculty recognized internationally for 
involvement in all aspects of the horse industry, 
and for pioneering research in all major areas. 
Additionally, each year professionals from all 
across the horse industry come to guest lecture 
and provide personalized clinics specifically for 
the students. Clubs and teams also enhance 
the experiences of Equine Science students by 
expanding their education, increasing their col-
legiate and professional contacts, and provid-
ing fun recreational activities. 

Colorado State University provides momentum 
for an equine industry brimming with potential 
and building on a passion to accelerate any career 
into the future. Dedication is at the heart of CSU’s 
Equine Sciences Program, dedication to the 
management and welfare of the horse, and to the 
teaching and training of tomorrow’s leaders. 

Our Partners
Thank you to our 2018 Partners:

Equisure-inc.com

MyHorse.com

www.APHA.com 

www.PATHintl.org

AQHA.com

ArabianHorses.org

www.rideIEA.org
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WWW

CHA Regional Meeting  
– Hilton Hotel – Friday at 11 a.m.

Come and find your fellow regional  
members in your state or province and 
learn what is going on with CHA in your 
own backyard.

CHA Site Visitor Training  
– Hilton Hotel  

– Friday at 9 a.m. to Noon, and   
– Monday at 9 a.m. to Noon

Silent Auction – Hilton Hotel  
– Friday all day and Sunday evening
Final bids accepted at the banquet on 
Sunday night. Make sure to stroll through 
the auction area and bid on your favor-
ite items. Proceeds benefit CHA to help 
provide scholarships to those who need 
financial help to attend a CHA clinic.

CHA Welcome and Annual Meeting 
– Hilton Hotel 

– Friday at 2 p.m. 
Join us to open our conference with Dr. 
Jerry Black from Colorado State Univer-
sity Equine Sciences and American Horse 
Council and then our annual meeting led 
by CHA President Beth Powers. Bring your 
cell phone for some fun!

Meet and Greet Reception & 
Dessert Roundtables  

– Hilton Hotel 
– Friday evening at 6 p.m. 

Come and mingle your fellow members 
while you have some delicious appetizers 
and enjoy a cash bar and entertainment 
and then stay and attend educational 
roundtables discussions on a variety of 
topics while you eat some tasty desserts!

Help us celebrate as we toast  
the following award winners:

CHA Volunteer of the Year

CHA Instructor of the Year

Clinic Instructor of the Year

Partner in Safety Award

CHA School Horse of the Year

CHA Distinguished Service Award

CHA Annual Awards Banquet  
– Hilton Hotel

Sunday – 6:30 p.m. 
– Reception with Entertainment

Sunday – 7 p.m. 
– Dr. Temple Grandin Keynote

Mounted and Hands-On  
Horse Sessions

All mounted and hands-on horse sessions 
will be held indoors at Colorado State 
University Equine Sciences off of Overland 
Trail. Four riding spots are available for 
almost every mounted session. Riders sign 
up ahead of time at registration for the ses-
sion of your choice on that same day. Make 
sure to note riding ability at the top of each 
form; do not sign up to ride in a class that is 
being taught at a higher level than you ride. 
Limit one ride time per person for the entire 
conference to make sure we have enough 
room for all. Riding spots are not open to 
day rate participants. All are welcome to au-
dit all sessions. Keep in mind that all riders 
will be given a thorough safety check before 
starting their session. Helmets and boots are 
required and not provided. 

Trade Show Exhibitors  
& CHA Product Line  

– Hilton Hotel on Friday, and 
– CSU on Saturday and Sunday

Please take the time to shop and check 
out the great items on sale from CHA, our 
sponsors and vendors. Remember a CHA 
Life Membership at Conference is only 
$650, a savings of $100!

2018 Special Events–Highlights

QUICK LINKS:
www.CHA.horse - e-newsletter sign-up box 

CHAinstructors.com/store 
CHAinstructors.com/chamanuals

CHAinstructors.com/blog
CHAinstructors.com/radioshow
CHAinstructors.com/webinars
CHAinstructors.com/videos

CHAinstructors.com/jobopenings
CHAinstructors.com/clinics

CHAinstructors.com/conference
CHAinstructors.com/advertise



6  •  CHA International Conference 2018 - Celebrating Over 50 Years

2018 Exhibitors
AGAPE NATURALS 

Agape Dis-
tributors is 
your source 
for EquiPride/ 

EquiLix. EquiPride is an all-in-one, 
all-natural, supplement providing 
the vitamins, minerals, pre-biotics, 
pro-biotics and live enzymes neces-
sary for optimum health. EquiLix is 
the same supplement in a lick-tub--
you can feed in free-choice style. It’s 
for all horses—for those who trail 
ride and show. Your horse will get 
great benefits--without molasses and 
starch. Find EquiPride/EquiLix near 
you at AgapeDistributors.net/Dealers. 
Plus, if you’re looking for a speaker to 
come to your barn, we’d love to come 
to you to talk about natural equine 
nutrition. We’ll bring samples and lit-
erature and we’ll have a free product 
drawing! Let us know you’re interest-
ed: AgapeDistributors.net/contact.

AMERICAN HIPPOTHERAPY  
ASSOCIATION 

The American 
Hippotherapy 
Association, Inc. 
(AHA, Inc.) is 
a membership 
organization. 

Our mission is to promote excellence 
through education in equine assisted 
therapies. AHA, Inc. offers educational 
opportunities to those seeking services, 
healthcare professionals, licensed occu-
pational therapists, physical therapists, 
and speech-language pathologists, as 
well as coursers for adaptive/therapeu-
tic riding instructors seeking to learn 
more about their riders and ultimately 
be able to strengthen their riding les-
sons. Clarity in terminology is one of 
our main goals and thus why we offer 
courses specifically for riding instruc-
tors and therapists separately.

AMERICAN YOUTH HORSE COUNCIL 
First estab-
lished in the 
1970s, the 
American 
Youth Horse 

Council was founded by breed orga-
nizations and specialists to provide 
support to all youth and youth lead-
ers throughout the equine industry. 
Today, AYHC is leading the charge to 
unite kids and horses, across breeds 
and disciplines, through a variety of 
means and opportunities. AYHC is a 
national information center, working 
to promote communication between 
all breeds and disciplines. The or-
ganization promotes equine educa-
tion through the development and 
distribution of quality educational 
materials such as the Horse Industry 
Handbook, and by providing ongo-
ing training opportunities to youth 
leaders and people looking to teach 
kids of all ages about the wonder of 
horses. Additionally, AYHC seeks to 
be a representative voice that brings 
together all facets of the equine 
industry with a common goal of 
uniting kids and horses.

HOPE IN THE SADDLE
At Hope in the 
Saddle, our mis-
sion is to share 
some of the 
most meaning-

ful and important stories to emerge 
from the equestrian world—stories of 
how our relationships with horses can 
help us overcome life’s toughest chal-
lenges. Sometimes, that story takes 
place at a therapeutic riding center, 
where children take their first steps 
and speak their first words thanks 
to the awesome assistance of horses. 
It might take place in a show ring, 
where a competitor can focus on a 

goal other than beating cancer. Or it 
might take place at home, where a be-
loved family horse knickers away the 
stress of the day. These stories come 
from all corners of the horse com-
munity—from barrel racers to trail 
riders and competitive equestrians 
to backyard owners. Through engag-
ing articles, videos, and social media 
communities, Hope in the Saddle is 
proud to bring these stories to you. If 
you’d like to share your story, email 
program manager Lauren Feldman at 
lfeldman@aimmedia.com. Learn more 
at HopeInTheSaddle.com.

INTERSCHOLASTIC  
EQUESTRIAN ASSOCIATION

Every rid-
ing school 
has young 
clients who 
cannot 

afford to lease or purchase a horse 
for competition, and often lose those 
riders to other team sports. The In-
terscholastic Equestrian Association 
(IEA) offers the opportunity to partici-
pate on a riding team and compete 
for scholarships, all without needing 
to own or lease a horse. Offered to 
grades 6-12, the IEA program is the 
perfect addition to any riding school 
since it offers a low-cost competition 
option and the benefits of being part 
of a team! Visit www.rideiea.org for 
more information about how you can 
take advantage of this great program.

NATIONAL REINING HORSE  
ASSOCIATION 

What 
horseman 
doesn’t 
love to see 
a smooth 

stopping horse that can spin on a 
dime and rollback in his tracks after 
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the slightest of cues? The National 
Reining Horse Association promotes 
the sport of Reining and these athletic 
and maneuverable athletes. From 
training DVDs and entry-level classes 
to local shows and the NRHA Profes-
sionals program, NRHA can improve 
your day in the saddle – whether 
you’re in the show pen or on the trail. 
Visit www.nrha.com to find out how 
you can have the slide of your life in 
the sport of Reining.

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATION OF 
THERAPEUTIC HORSEMANSHIP 
INTERNATIONAL

Professional 
Association of 
Therapeutic 
Horsemanship 
International 
promotes safety 
and optimal 

outcomes in equine-assisted activities 
and therapies (EAAT) for individuals 

with special needs. The association 
provides standards, credentialing  
and training for professionals in  
EAAT who use the human-horse  
bond to help people achieve health 
and goals in a safe/effective setting. 
www.pathintl.org
 
THE RIGHT HORSE INITIATIVE 

The Right 
Horse is an 
initiative 
funded by 
the Water-

Shed Animal Fund, a division of the 
Arnall Family Foundation dedicated 
to improving the lives of companion 
animals. Our goal is to massively 
increase the number of successful 
horse adoptions in the United States 
by working together to reframe the 
adoption conversation and shatter the 
stigma surrounding horses in transi-
tion. The Right Horse is proud to part-
ner with CHA to place adopted horses 

in jobs as lesson, camp, and EAAT 
mounts, filling instructors’ needs for 
capable, trained, and useful horses 
while providing new careers for horses 
in transition.

UNITED STATES PONY CLUBS 
Pony Club is  
the largest eques-
trian educational 
organization in 
the world. This 
is where it all be-

gins! The cornerstones of our founda-
tion are education, safety, sportsman-
ship, stewardship and FUN. The skills, 
habits and values instilled through 
horsemanship will apply to every 
part of a member’s life. Pony Club 
is dedicated to promoting quality 
instructional resources and education 
for all equine enthusiasts. We know 
how important equine knowledge 
and awareness is for the future of all 
horses and horse care providers.
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Thank you to all of this year’s volunteer 
presenters. Your willingness to share 
your expertise is much appreciated!

2018 Conference Presenters
KATHY ALM

Kathy began as chief 
executive officer of the 
Professional Association 
of Therapeutic Horse-
manship International 
(PATH Intl.) in August 
2014. For the previous 
15 years, she served as 

executive director of Little Bit Therapeutic 
Riding Center in Woodinville, WA. She 
grew the previously grassroots organization 
from a $280,000 annual operating budget 
to a professional $2.1 million organization. 
Kathy served as PATH Intl.’s board president 
in the 2010-2012 term, first joining the 
board of trustees in 2005. She has facilitated 
numerous workshops and presentations on 
board, staff, fundraising, and strategic plan-
ning and enjoys the opportunity to share 
her experience, as well as learn from others. 
Her dedication to the field of equine-assisted 
activities and therapies (EAAT) spans more 
than 18 years with a passion that was ignited 
the moment she walked through the door at 
her first therapeutic riding center.

DEVELOPING OR RE-DEVELOPING 
YOUR BOARD: A ROADMAP  
FOR SUCCESSFUL BOARD  

RECRUITMENT AND ENGAGING 
YOUR BOARD FOR SUCCESS

FRIDAY AT 3:15 P.M. 
HILTON – SALON 2

Finding new board members with experience 
and passion and engaging with them after-
ward is critical to an effective board. In this 
session, learn strategies to identify the type 
of board member you need, where and how 
to recruit, and how to assess an applicant’s 
potential for your organization. In addition, 
you will learn how to engage your board for 
the greatest organizational return on your 
investment. You will leave with a roadmap 
to developing/redeveloping a board and 
engagement tools for organizational success.

JENNY BEVERAGE
Jenny is a lifelong 
rider who was able to 
join her passion for 
horses with her love 
of marketing innova-
tive products. When 
a family acquaintance 

died due to a head injury while riding, she 
became passionate about helmet safety and 
has been part of Troxel helmets for 15 years 
developing the western helmet market. She 
brought over 15+ years’ experience showing 
and training Morgan horses in Huntseat, 
Over Fences, Dressage and Western pleasure 
as well as her marketing background to 
the company. She now competes for fun 
in ETS rides, team sorting and rides to 
gather cattle. Jenny, her husband and three 
children have a commercial cattle ranch in 
Eastern Oregon and enjoy working together 
on it as a family. Currently Jenny is the 
Brand Manager for Troxel Helmets and also 
works on various projects for Troxel’s parent 
company, Weaver Leather, LLC.    

HELMET FOCUS GROUP
FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 

DESSERT ROUND TABLES 
HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

What do you love and what do you hate 
about helmets? Jenny from Troxel wants to 
hear your opinion and talk about what is 
missing in the market, what could be better, 
and to get your feedback on their products. 

DR. JERRY BLACK
Dr. Black is a 1971 
graduate of the 
veterinary school at 
Colorado State Uni-
versity and is current-
ly the Director of the 
Equine Reproduction 

Laboratory in the College of Veterinary 
Medicine and Biomedical Sciences as well 
as the Director of Equine Sciences in the 
College of Agriculture Sciences. He is a past 
president of the American Association of 
Equine Practitioners (AAEP) and the Pacific 
Coast Cutting Horse Association. He is the 
immediate past chairman of the board of 
trustees of the American Horse Council 
and a national director of the American 
Quarter Horse Association. Dr. Black has 
received the distinguished alumnus award 
from Colorado State University’s College 
of Veterinary Medicine and Biomedical 
Sciences and is an American Association 
of Equine Practitioners Distinguished Life 
Member. Dr. Black and his wife, Melinda, 
show cutting horses and ride in the Colo-
rado Rocky Mountains.

WELCOME TO COLORADO – 
AMERICAN HORSE COUNCIL  
ECONOMIC IMPACT STUDY

FRIDAY AT 2 P.M. 
HILTON SALONS 4 AND 6

During our annual meeting, find out more 
about Colorado and about the current is-
sues facing our equine industry as a nation 
and what our involvement brings to the 
overall economic impact.

DR. JASON BRUEMMER
Dr. Bruemmer grew up in 
the Texas horse indus-
try and has served the 
industry as a scientist, 
researcher, lecturer, and 
a horseman. He has been 

a cornerstone of the outreach program at 
Colorado State University, working with 
breeders, owners, and clients to increase 
their knowledge of equine reproduction 
and management. He was instrumental in 
developing a protocol to harvest epididy-
mal sperm from deceased stallions, allow-
ing the owner to preserve the valuable 
genetics for the future. Stallion behavior, 
physiology, and management are major 
fields of interest to him. His research in the 
cryopreservation of semen and membrane 
integrity continues to work for improve-
ment in stallion semen extenders. Stallion 
behavior is an often overlooked compo-
nent of reproductive management and 
fertility assessment. An avid horseman and 
polo player, Dr. Bruemmer still finds time 
to work with the CSU polo team and finds 
time for the occasional chukker himself.

HOW TO START POLO WITH  
YOUR HORSES AND STUDENTS 

SATURDAY AT 9 A.M 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Come to this session to learn the basics of start-
ing to teach polo to your students and horses. 

KAREN BURBANK
Karen was born 
and raised in 
Massachusetts. 
Having grown 
up schooling 
in dressage, 
jumping, and 
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competitive trail, her interests eventually 
led her to Colorado, where she earned a 
B.S. in Equine Studies from Colorado State 
University. As an undergrad, Karen became 
involved with CHA after attending a com-
bined clinic. She became a CHA Master 
Instructor two years later. She has spoken 
at CHA regional and international confer-
ences. Karen has managed two dressage 
facilities, wrangled at three guest ranches, 
been a small and large animal vet tech, 
and has taught countless lessons to aspir-
ing equestrians. For the past seven years, 
Karen has been the head instructor, lesson 
program coordinator, and dude ranch 
vacation specialist for Sylvan Dale Guest 
Ranch in Loveland, CO.

THE PERFECT MATCH: THE ART  
OF ASSIGNING MOUNTS FOR A  

LARGE GROUP RIDING PROGRAM  
ON TRAIL AND IN THE ARENA 

SUNDAY AT 1:30 P.M. 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

In a large group riding program with vari-
ous experience levels, it is critical to match 
horses to the right riders. Instructors and 
trail guides are responsible for the safety of 

clients. Knowing your horses and gather-
ing essential information from riders will 
help assign mounts. Through a series of 
detail-oriented examples and scenarios, in 
relation to both horse-and-rider informa-
tion and evaluation, you will see how to 
effectively and efficiently make the perfect 
match. If you pay close attention to de-
tails, magic might happen, and horses and 
humans will benefit.

JESSIE BUTLER
Jessie has been involved 
in the therapeutic rid-
ing industry for most of 
her life. In August 2011, 
after her freshman year 
at Montana State Uni-

versity (MSU), she was certified by PATH 
Intl. She then worked as a therapeutic rid-
ing instructor at Eagle Mount in Bozeman, 
MT, during school, and at Front Range Ex-
ceptional Equestrians in Fort Collins, CO, 
during summers. Jessie competed on MSU’s 
Intercollegiate Horse Show Association 
team. Jessie graduated in 2014 with honors 
with a B.S. in Animal Science, Emphasis of 
Study, Equine Science. In February 2016, 
Jessie achieved her CHA Certification 

at Level 4 English/Jumping and Level 2 
Western. Currently, Jessie is the Program 
Manager at Front Range Exceptional Eques-
trians and is a therapeutic riding instructor 
at Hearts and Horses in Loveland, CO. In 
addition, she has her own lesson program.

Having a rider with a disability in your 
lessons can present challenges to both the 
instructor and student. This presentation 
will highlight some tips and practical ways 
to help all your students achieve success 
safely by using creativity and adaptations 
for equipment and teaching techniques.

SHERRY BUTLER
Sherry has worked in  
the equine-assisted activ-
ity and therapy (EAAT) 
industry for more than 30 
years. She graduated from 
Colorado State University 

(CSU) with a B.S. in Veterinary Science and 
then continued to earn her DVM from CSU 
three years later. After graduation, she provided 
veterinary care as a volunteer for program 
horses and then became a certified PATH Intl. 
therapeutic riding instructor. She currently 
serves on the board of the Front Range Excep-
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tional Equestrians program, a PATH Intl. Pre-
mier Accredited Center in Fort Collins, CO. In 
addition, Sherry is an instructor in the Equine 
Sciences program at CSU where she teaches 
and advises students seeking careers in EAAT 
as an instructor or therapist. She is the chair of 
the PATH International Standards Task Force.

DISABILITIES IN THE ARENA: 
TEACHING SAFETY, HAVING  

FUN AND ACHIEVING SUCCESS
SATURDAY AT 9 A.M. 

ADAM ATKINSON ARENA

Having a rider with a disability in your 
lessons can present challenges to both the 
instructor and student. This presentation 
will highlight some tips and practical ways 
to help all your students achieve success 
safely by using creativity and adaptations 
for equipment and teaching techniques.

JENNIFER COLE
Jennifer is a professor of 
Equine Studies and coach 
of the Ranch Horse Team 
at Central Wyoming 
College. She and her 
husband raise and train 
Quarter Horses for use on 

the ranch, as well as for competition. Jenni-
fer competes in reined cow horse, versatility 
ranch horse, and cutting. She is a CHA Clini-
cian and the Wyoming State Representative.

SIMPLE AND FLYING  
LEAD CHANGES

SATURDAY AT 3 P.M. 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Have you ever struggled with lead changes 
or with teaching lead changes? Ever won-
dered what type of body control you need 
a horse to have to prepare for lead chang-
es? We will study lead change from the 
horse’s prospective and how we as riders 
can enhance our horse’s ability to correctly 
and easily change leads.

DR. BOB COLEMAN 
Dr. Coleman graduated 
from the University of 
Manitoba with a bach-
elor’s in Agriculture 
with a major in Animal 
Sciences and then a 

Master of Science in 1978. He worked in 
the Canadian feed industry as a nutritionist 

for two major feed companies. In 1980, he 
became the extension horse specialist for 
Alberta Agriculture and completed his PhD 
at the University of Alberta with a focus in 
Equine Nutrition. In 1998, Dr. Coleman 
became the University of Kentucky’s equine 
extension specialist. He also teaches in the 
Equine Science and Management program, 
advises undergraduate students, and served 
as the program’s director of undergraduate 
studies until May 2017. He has researched 
voluntary forage intake of horses and the 
use of rotational grazing practices to meet 
maintenance needs of adult horses. He has 
worked with University of Minnesota facul-
ty to develop the Healthy Horse app, which 
helps owners to estimate their horse’s cur-
rent and ideal body weight. He is currently 
CHA’s Vice President of New Initiatives and 
is a Site Visitor Trainer.

WHAT IS IN THAT BAG OF FEED? 
FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 

DESSERT ROUND TABLES 
HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

This session is a discussion on reading 
the feed tag to make sure you buy what 
you need and then use what you buy in a 
proper fashion. Understanding the infor-
mation on the tag can help horse owners 
make informed decisions.

DR. STEPHEN COLEMAN
Dr. Coleman grew up 
in western Canada 
before moving to 
central Kentucky in 
1998. He joined the 
CSU Department 
of Animal Sciences 

in 2015. He is now an assistant professor 
of equine genetics in the Department of 
Animal Sciences at Colorado State Uni-
versity. Dr. Coleman received his Bachelor 
of Science in Agricultural Biotechnology, 
Master of Science in Veterinary Science, 
and his PhD in Veterinary Science from 
the University of Kentucky. Dr. Coleman’s 
work investigating equine gene structure 
contributed to the sequencing and charac-
terization of the horse genome. 

EQUINE GENETICS: HOW TO 
BREED FOR CERTAIN TRAITS SUCH 

AS PERFORMANCE AND COLOR

FRIDAY AT 4:30 P.M. 
HILTON – AGGIE ROOM

Why were American Pharoah and Justify 
successful when so many others had failed? 
Their triumphs were the product of the 
trainer’s and jockey’s hard work, luck, and 
genetics. Studying genetics tells us how fun-
damental genetic differences between horses 
influence performance, health, and disease. 
This session will discuss the application of 
genetic principles for improved understand-
ing of important quantitative and qualitative 
traits in horses. Topics discussed will include 
phenotypic and genetic variation, how genes 
work together to produce a phenotype, and 
selection for genetic improvement.

ELIZABETH DUFFY
Elizabeth is the client devel-
opment manager for Camp 
America, the largest provider 
of international staff for 
American summer camps. 
She recruits riding instruc-

tors for camps all over the country each year, 
ensuring their knowledge will be shared with 
thousands of kids who will improve their 
riding or discover their love of horses for the 
first time. She grew up riding in Connecticut, 
and then traveled and studied through-
out Europe, South America, and Central 
America. Since joining Camp America in 
2008, Elizabeth has spearheaded web design 
projects, organized recruitment events over-
seas for hundreds of camp professionals, and 
worked in conjunction with the Department 
of State to improve standards compliance for 
private sector exchange programs. Elizabeth 
resides in Georgia, where she enjoys lake life 
with her dogs, Sadie and Rowan, and her 
beloved horses, Smudge and Molly.

INTERNATIONAL STAFF:  
NEIGH-TO-Z

FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 
DESSERT ROUND TABLES 

HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

This session will cover various topics on 
the J-1 Summer Camp Counselor program 
and strategies for staff success and safety in 
an ever-changing regulatory environment.

JENNIFER EATON
Jennifer obtained her 
Massachusetts Instruc-
tors License in 1992. 
She has a bachelor’s 
degree in Developmen-
tal Psychology and has 
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taught all types riders. She joined the In-
terscholastic Equestrian Association (IEA) 
in 2006 as a member coach. In her third 
year as a coach, she took a volunteer 
position as regional president and sub-
sequently held a leadership role in her 
area until 2014 when she retired as zone 
chairperson. She is an IEA show steward 
and often travels outside New England. 
IEA hired Jennifer in 2009 in the mem-
bership office to help coaches and par-
ents with member enrollment and man-
agement of their competitions. She has 
assisted IEA with growth and resource 
development leading to an expansion 
in membership, which exceeded 11,000 
members in 2014. Jennifer was given the 
2014 Massachusetts Horseman’s Council 
“Person of the Year” award for her con-
tributions to the development of youth 
equestrian opportunities in her area. 
Today, she is the Membership Marketing 
Coordinator for the IEA, responsible for 
membership growth and development. 
On the CHA Board of Directors, Jenn also 
serves as our Membership and Marketing 
Committee Chair.

STRENGTH AND BALANCE  
EXERCISES FOR RIDERS  

OF ALL ABILITIES 
SUNDAY AT 1:30 P.M. 

ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

This session will involve strength and balance 
exercises at all three gaits for both English and 
Western riders at any level. Come prepared to 
take some good ideas home with you and start 
doing them with your students right away.

KAREN FAGAN
Karen supports her 
horse habit by working 
as a licensed profession-
al counselor in Aurora, 
CO. For the past 18 
years, her busy practice, 
PsychedIN, has offered 

clients a “leg up” to improved mental health 
and stress management as Karen incorpo-
rates elements of both her knowledge of 
horses and clinical expertise in her practi-
cal, approachable style. Outside the office, 
Karen competes with her two daughters and 
their Arabian horses in endurance riding 

in the Mountain region. Karen combines 
her passions as a facilitator for “Horse Sense 
for Leaders,” a unique program utilized by 
organizations throughout the U.S. to promote 
leadership development. Karen has designed 
and presented workshops for mental health 
professionals as well as for the general public 
on anxiety and stress management. She has 
been highlighted as a guest expert on Mar-
riage.com and her blog, “PsychedIN,” has 
followers around the globe. 

UNDERSTANDING &  
SUPPORTING THE FEARFUL RIDER

FRIDAY AT 3:15 P.M. 
HILTON – LEGENDS ROOM

“I’ve always wanted to learn to ride, but 
I’m afraid of horses…” “I had a bad wreck 
and now I’m afraid to get back on…” Do 
you ever want to say, “I am not a thera-
pist!” Good news! You don’t have to be! 
This informational presentation will 
explain the mechanics of the fear response 
and give you strategies to help fearful 
riders overcome barriers to becoming a 
relaxed, willing partner with their horse. 
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Participants will be able to understand the 
neuropsychological underpinnings of the 
fear response, be able to help riders under-
stand and normalize their fears, develop 
strategies for helping a rider work through 
fearful moments and know when you’re in 
over your head, and what to do then.

TEDDY FRANKE
Teddy is a horse train-
er, riding instructor, 
and farrier from North 
Central Oregon where 
he manages a camp 
horse program. Teddy 
started with CHA as a 
student more than 25 
years ago. He is now 

a Master Instructor and Assistant Clinic 
Instructor and holds certifications in In-
structors for Riders with Disabilities, Pack/
Trail, Equine Facility Management, and is a 
Site Visitor. Teddy has helped to lead horse 
programs in three states, been a regional 
director in both Regions 1 and 11, served 
on the board for the American Youth Horse 
Council, and operates a successful equine 
business. The CHA mission to “change 
lives through safe horse experiences” has 
been a part of Teddy’s life, and he hopes to 
continue those experiences for others. Visit 
frankeequine.com or check out the Live 
Equestrian YouTube channel.

COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE  
– DO YOU HAVE TO COMPLY?

FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 
DESSERT ROUND TABLES 

HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

Will horse owners need a CDL to haul in 
the future? What are the legal require-
ments for professionals? This discussion 
will seek to answer common questions 
about new laws concerning equine trans-
portation in the U.S.

NINA EKHOLM FRY
Nina Ekholm Fry, 
MSSc., CCTP, is the 
director of equine pro-
grams at the Institute 
for Human-Animal 
Connection and 
adjunct professor at 
University of Denver 

where she leads the Equine-Assisted Mental 
Health Practitioner Certificate program. A 

former equestrian Special Olympics coach, 
Nina teaches equine behavior at Yavapai 
College in Arizona. She is a CHA Certified 
Instructor and holds a certificate in Equine 
Management from the Vocational College 
of Ostrobothnia. As a practitioner member 
of the International Society of Equitation 
Science (ISES), she is dedicated to ethical 
equitation, correct application of learning 
theory, and the understanding of equine 
cognition, behavior, and mental states as 
part of equine management, assessment, 
handling, and training. From 2015 to 
2016, Nina served as the interim program 
director for the Equine Initiative at the 
Yavapai Humane Society in Arizona where 
she started an adoption-focused equine 
rehabilitation and re-training program 
and designed the YHS Equine Center. Nina 
consults on equine behavior and facility 
design nationally.

THE SCIENCE OF EQUINE  
BEHAVIOR AND LEARNING   
– PRACTICAL APPLICATION  
FOR RIDING INSTRUCTION

SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

Human-horse interactions have increas-
ingly become a focus of scientific study, and 
with the emergence of groups such as the 
International Society of Equitation Science 
(ISES), scientifically-supported information 
about the horse’s experience in riding and 
interaction is more accessible than ever. Go-
ing beyond specific horsemanship methods 
and lingo, and avoiding the unintended 
consequences of humanizing the horse, 
principles emerging from research that in-
form ethical and effective interactions with 
horses will be discussed. This presentation 
contains scientifically supported informa-
tion about how horses learn and think, 
with examples of practical application that 
help riding instructors reduce the occur-
rence of conflict between horse and rider 
and manage risk for all involved.

JULIE GOODNIGHT
Julie is a Master Cli-
nician and the In-
ternational Spokes-
person for CHA 
and is known for 
her weekly RFD-TV 
show, Horse Master, 
and her no-non-

sense training for riders of all disciplines. 
Her methods are grounded in natural 
horsemanship, classical riding, and un-
derstanding horse behavior. She teaches 
at clinics and expos everywhere and offers 
online education, how-to DVDs, and her 
own tack and training tools at JulieGood-
night.com.

BEHAVIOR AND TRAINING:  
SCIENCE-BASED THEORIES,  

WHAT WORKS BEST ON  
HORSES AND WHY

SATURDAY AT 3 P.M. 
ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

Exploring science-based training theories, 
such as positive vs. negative reinforcement, 
stages of learning, desensitizing vs. sensi-
tizing, and how horses learn.

ADD SPICE TO YOUR LESSONS 
WITH POLE DANCING! TEACH 

VALUABLE RIDING SKILLS USING 
GARROCHA, A TRADITIONAL 

EQUESTRIAN ART OF THE  
SPANISH VAQUEROS

SUNDAY AT 9 A.M 
ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

Teach valuable riding skills using  
Garrocha, a traditional equestrian art of  
the Spanish vaqueros. An excellent teach-
ing tool for riders of all ability levels—
walk, trot and canter. Garrocha helps 
develops a rider’s balance, seat and leg 
aids, circles and serpentines, leg yielding, 
speed control, and teaches less reliance 
on the reins.

FINE LINE BETWEEN  
INSTRUCTOR AND TRAINER: 
TEACHING STUDENTS ON  

PRIVATELY OWNED HORSES 
SUNDAY AT NOON;  
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Riding instructors train people to ride 
and horse trainers train horses to be rid-
den, right? But often the line gets blurred 
when students bring their own horses to 
lessons. Where is the line? How do you 
determine if it’s a horse training problem 
or a rider problem? Between feral horses, 
adopted horses, and an abundance of idle 
horses, there are many riding students 
mounted inappropriately. What is the 
riding instructor’s role?
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THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2018

9 a.m. – 5 p.m.	 CHA Board Meeting – Hilton Hotel – Aggie Room

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2018

9 a.m. – Noon 	 **CHA Site Visitor Training – Legends Room

10 – 7 p.m.	 Trade Show/Silent Auction – Salon 3

10 – 11 a.m.	 Speaking of Horses – Radio and Online TV Show – Wayne Williams – Salon 3

11 – Noon 	 Regional Meetings for All CHA Members – Salon 2

10 a.m. – 5 p.m.	 Registration – Hilton Pre-Conference Area

Noon	 Lunch on your own

2 p.m.	 CHA Annual Membership Meeting – CHA President Beth Powers – Salon 4/6

	 US/Canadian Anthems – Rosann Winn

	 Welcome to Colorado & American Horse Council Economic Impact Update – Dr. Jerry Black – CSU

3:15 – 4:15 p.m. 	� Developing or Re-Developing Your Board: A Roadmap for Successful Board  
Recruitment & Engaging your Board for Success – Kathy Alm – Hilton – Salon 2

	 Flip or Flop? Equine Safety Meets Barn Design – Kathi Jogan – Hilton – Aggie 

	 Understanding and Supporting the Fearful Rider – Karen Fagan – Hilton – Legends

4:30 – 5:30	� Making Social Media Posts Mean the Most When You’re Short On Time  
– Heidi Melocco – Salon 2

	� Equine Genetics: How to Breed for Certain Traits such as  
Performance/Color – Stephen Coleman – Aggie

	 Recommendations for Equine First Responders – Kathi Jogan – Legends

6 p.m.	 CHA Welcome Reception – Big Thompson Brass Quintet - Hilton Atrium

7 p.m.	 CHA Round Table Discussions/Dessert – Salon 4/6

	� CDL/ELD – Teddy Franke

	 Insurance Issues – Diane Lesher

	 Your CHA – Christy Landwehr

	 Social Media / Website Trends – Tracy Schmidt

	 USPC Riding Centers – Shelley Mann

	 International Staff – Elizabeth Duffy

	 Feed Tags – Bob Coleman

	 Helmet Focus Group – Jenny Beverage

CHA International Conference  
Tentative Schedule of Events
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29, 2018

8 a.m.	 Breakfast on your own 

8:30 a.m.	 Busing to CSU & Trade Show opens

9 – 10:15 a.m. 	 How to Start Polo with Your Horses and Students – Jason Bruemmer – Bill Pickett Arena

 	� Disabilities in the Arena: Teaching Safety, Having Fun, Achieving Success – Sherry 
and Jessie Butler – Adam Atkinson Arena

	 Nutrition for the Active Older Lesson Horse – Tanja Hess – CSU Lecture Room

10:30 – 11:45	 Yielding the Haunches and the Shoulders – Laura Hamrin – Bill Pickett Arena	

	 Transitions for All Gaits – Tara Reimer – Adams Atkinson Arena

	 The Right Horse Initiative – Christie Schulte Kappert – CSU Lecture Room

Noon	 Lunch – *NRHA Ride a Reiner with Ryan Rushing – Bill Pickett Arena

1:30 – 2:45 	 Training Horses the Harmony Equine Center Way – Garret Leonard – Bill Pickett Arena

	 Exercises to Control & Improve the Posting Trot – Cheryl West – Adams Atkinson Arena

	 Preventing Lesson Horse Burnout – Lisa Lombardi – CSU Lecture Room

3 – 4:15 p.m. 	 Simple and Flying Lead Changes – Jennifer Cole – Bill Pickett Arena

	� Science-Based Theories, What Works Best on Horses and Why – Julie Goodnight  
– Adams Atkinson Arena

	 �Practicing Safety is Not Enough: The Importance of Pushing Paper  
– Contracts, Liability Releases, & Insurance – Margrit Parker, Esq. – CSU Lecture Room

4:30 – 5:15 p.m.	 Visit Colorado State University Equine Sciences – Tiare Santistevan and CSU Students

4:30 – 5:15 p.m.	� **Visit Colorado State University Equine Sciences – Beth Powers and  
CHA Site Visitors in Training

5:30 p.m.	 Busing to Hilton Hotel – Dinner on your own in Ft. Collins, with FREE Lyft rides

Full conference participants may ride in one mounted presentation. Please bring own boots, correct 
riding attire and ASTM-SEI approved helmets. Sign up at the CHA registration desk to ride when you 

arrive on the day of the class you want to ride in. 

*Ride a Reiner – $55 extra fee – pay at CHA registration desk.

**CHA Site Visitor Training – Please register ahead of time by emailing office@CHAinstructors.com.

Photographs and Video By being an attendee at this event you are allowing CHA to capture your image  
on photography, video or both and use it to further promote CHA and educational conferences in the future.  
Thanks to Moving Images NW and the Kays for their support!

CHA International Conference    Tentative Schedule of Events
< FRIDAY
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CHA International Conference    Tentative Schedule of Events
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30, 2018

8 a.m. 	 Breakfast on your own

8:30 a.m.	 Busing to CSU & Trade Show Opens

9 a.m. – 10:15	� Cavelettis and Pole Work at all Gaits for a Variety of Levels  
– Tiare Santistevan – Bill Pickett Arena

	� Add Spice to Your Lessons with Pole Dancing! Garrocha Method 
– Julie Goodnight – Adams Atkinson Arena

	 Bit Evasion – How to Recognize It & What the Cause Is – Dale Myler – CSU Lecture Room

10:30 – 11:45 	 Jumping Gymnastics – Tiare Santistevan – Bill Pickett Arena

	� Developing an Educated Eye with Group Riding – Beth Powers  – Adams Atkinson Arena 

	� Science of Equine Behavior/Learning – Practical Application for  
Riding Instruction – Nina Ekholm Fry – CSU Lecture Room

Noon	� Lunch – Fine Line Between Instructor/Trainer: Teaching Students  
on Privately Owned Horses – Julie Goodnight – Bill Pickett Arena

1:30 – 2:45	 Connecting Your Seat to the Horse’s Feet – JoAnne Young – Bill Pickett Arena

	 Strength and Balance Exercises for Riders of All Abilities  
	 – Jenn Eaton – Adams Atkinson Arena	

	� The Art of Assigning Mounts for a Large Group Riding Program on  
Trail & In the Arena – Karen Burbank – CSU Lecture Room 

3– 4:15 p.m.	 Barrel Racing for All Levels of Riders – Amy Obringer – Bill Pickett Arena

	 How Changing a Bit Can Change the Horse – Dale Myler – Adams Atkinson Arena

	 Creating and Using PDF Fillable Forms – Ann Streett-Joslin – CSU Lecture Room  
	 (All CHA Clinic Staff should attend)

	 Closing of Trade Show

4:30 	 Busing back to Hilton Hotel 

6:30 – 7 p.m.	 Evening Reception with Entertainment – Tuba Gumbo Band

7 p.m.	 CHA Awards Banquet / Silent Auction – Hilton – Salon 3/4/6

	 Dr. Temple Grandin Keynote - Animals Make Us Human

8 p.m.	 Closing of Silent Auction 
	  

MONDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2018

8 a.m. 	 Breakfast on Your Own

	 Tours on your Own 

9 a.m. – 12 p.m.	 **CHA Site Visitor Training – Hilton – Rams Room

10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 	 YouTube Video Productions – Colorado State University

	 Lunch on Your Own

SEE YOU NEXT YEAR AT HOUGHTON COLLEGE IN NEW YORK, OCTOBER 24-27, 2019
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DR. TEMPLE GRANDIN
Dr. Grandin is a 
professor of animal 
science at Colorado 
State University and 
a pioneer in improv-
ing the handling 
and welfare of farm 
animals. Born in 

Boston, Dr. Grandin’s achievements are 
remarkable because she was an autistic 
child. At age two, she had no speech and 
all the signs of severe autism. Many hours 
of speech therapy and intensive teaching 
enabled Dr. Grandin to learn speech. As 
a teenager, life was hard due to constant 
teasing. Mentoring by her high school sci-
ence teacher and her aunt on her ranch in 
Arizona motivated her to study and pursue 
a career as a scientist and livestock equip-
ment designer. Dr. Grandin obtained her 
B.A. at Franklin Pierce College in 1970. In 
1974, she was employed as livestock editor 
for the Arizona Farmer Ranchman and also 
worked for Corral Industries on equipment 
design. In 1975, she earned her M.S. in 
Animal Science at Arizona State University 
for her work on the behavior of cattle in 
different squeeze chutes. Dr. Grandin was 
awarded her PhD in Animal Science from 
the University of Illinois in 1989.

KEYNOTE SPEECH  
– ANIMALS MAKE US HUMAN

SUNDAY AT 7 P.M. 
HILTON – SALONS 3, 4 AND 6

Dr. Grandin will address how animals 
think and feel, visual thinking, avoiding 
fear memories and sensory bred thinking 
during this visual talk.

LAURA HAMRIN
Laura has a passion 
for teaching and 
riding. She started 
riding at three, 
competing at five, 
and then continued 
with eventing and 
classical dressage. 

She graduated from Morvan Park Interna-
tional Equestrian Institute and manages 
her family’s horse farm in North Georgia 
where she managed and trained competi-
tion and camp horses. Then she started 
working with special needs children and 
adults and fell in love with the therapeutic 

industry. Laura received her PATH Intl. 
instructor certification in 2007 and CHA 
Level 3 in Western and 4 in English certi-
fications. Additionally, she is part of the 
clinic staff for Instructors for Riders with 
Disabilities (IRD) clinics and is currently 
working on completing her Clinic Instruc-
tor certification for IRD clinics. Laura is the 
equine director at Victory Therapy Center 
and a CHA State Representative for Texas.

YIELDING THE HAUNCHES  
AND THE SHOULDERS

SATURDAY AT 10:30 A.M 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

This session will discuss: breaking skill 
down step-by-step for the beginner; or,  
for the advanced rider, training/working 
with a young horse.

DR. TANJA HESS
In 1990, Dr. Hess 
became a Doctor in 
Veterinary Medicine 
in Federal Fluminense 
University, Brazil. After 
working some years as 
a private practitioner, 

she received her Master of Science in Equine 
Clinics from Federal Rural University of 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil, and then her PhD in 
Equine Nutrition and Exercise Physiology 
from Virginia Polytechnic Institute and 
State University. During that time, she re-
ceived the Pratt Fellow honors from 2003 to 
2005. Dr. Hess has spent more than 15 years 
working in veterinary medicine and equine 
nutrition research. In her personal time, Dr. 
Hess enjoys endurance riding.

NUTRITION FOR THE ACTIVE 
OLDER LESSON HORSE

SATURDAY AT 9 A.M 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

According to the National Research Coun-
cil, requirements of older horses are no 
different than for active horses. However, if 
older horses are overweight, underweight, 
arthritic, or have teeth problems, feeding 
requirements are adjusted. According to 
a survey, the older horse population has in-
creased due to better knowledge on dental 
care and feeding methods. Older horses 
can be as active as younger horses and be 
used for work, and in these cases, require-
ments are based on adult working horses.

DR. KATHI JOGAN
Dr. Jogan is a 
longtime equine 
industry profes-
sional who has 
managed, trained, 
and shown various 
horse breeds repre-

senting multiple disciplines. Currently on 
the faculty at the University of Arkansas, 
Dr. Jogan offers courses in equine science 
and engages students in internships in the 
U.S. and abroad. She has directed many 
fundraising and experiential events to 
promote her University’s Animal Science 
Department. Dr. Jogan is a member of the 
Equine Science Society, the American Reg-
istry of Professional Animal Scientists, the 
North American Colleges and Teachers of 
Agriculture, and on the CHA Board. 

FLIP OR FLOP? EQUINE SAFETY 
MEETS BARN DESIGN
FRIDAY AT 3:15 P.M. 

HILTON – AGGIE ROOM

There are many things that we can do  
to make a barn horse-safe. Attend this  
session to learn tips and tricks to make 
your barn not only safe for your horse but 
labor-efficient—whether you are building  
a new barn or retrofitting an old barn.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR  
EQUINE FIRST RESPONDERS

FRIDAY AT 4:30 P.M. 
HILTON – LEGENDS ROOM

What do you do when you have a horse 
emergency? There are many things that 
horse owners and managers can do in the 
face of an emergency to help their horses. 
Participants will review how to identify 
and respond to a variety of horse emer-
gencies and properly communicate the 
emergency with their vet. 

CHRISTIE SCHULTE KAPPERT
Christie serves as 
program officer for 
Watershed Animal 
Fund’s equine initia-
tive, The Right Horse, 
which seeks to make 
lasting, transformative 

improvements to equine welfare in the 
United States. Christie is a skilled program 
and marketing manager with experience 
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assembling equine industry partners to col-
laborate on complex industry-wide issues. 
Prior to joining Arnall Family Foundation, 
she led marketing and partner develop-
ment for the American Horse Council’s 
Time to Ride Initiative. Christie earned 
dual degrees in Equine Science and Busi-
ness Administration from Colorado State 
University where she graduated manga 
cum laude. She has also received certifi-
cates in Strategic Planning and Meeting 
Facilitation Strategies from the University 
of Texas Governor’s Center for Manage-
ment Development. In her spare time, she 
participates in stock horse events, having 
been a top-ten finalist in two Extreme Mus-
tang Makeovers. She is the proud owner of 
two Mustangs and one burro, all adopted. 
Her and her husband raise a small herd of 
beef cattle and live outside Austin, TX.

THE RIGHT HORSE INITIATIVE

SATURDAY AT 10:30 A.M 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

The Right Horse Initiative is a collective of 
equine industry and welfare professionals 
and advocates working together through 

collaboration, education, training, and pub-
lic awareness on a national level to improve 
the lives of horses in transition and increase 
horse adoption in the United States. The 
Right Horse is proud to partner with CHA, 
in collaboration with Dumb Friends League 
Harmony Equine Center, to fill a dual goal 
of placing horses in transition in new oc-
cupations while providing quality horses to 
CHA instructors seeking safe, reliable horses 
for their horsemanship programs. The Right 
Horse Initiative is partnering with Colo-
rado State University’s Temple Grandin 
Equine Center to pilot an expansion of the 
regional training center. This partnership 
will focus on training transition horses 
for placement in equine-assisted therapy, 
beginner horsemanship programs, or other 
placement opportunities.

CHRISTY LANDWEHR
Christy, who is 
the CHA Chief 
Executive Officer, 
has been active in 
the horse industry 
for over 35 years 
and competed in 

a multitude of breeds and disciplines. She 
is a CHA Master Level Instructor, Clinic 
Instructor, Site Accreditor, and Equine Fa-
cility Manager and has taught students in 
4-H and Pony Club. She is past president of 
the American Youth Horse Council and a 
past board member for the Colorado Horse 
Council. She also founded the University 
of Colorado at Boulder Intercollegiate 
Horse Show Association equestrian team. 
Christy is an AQHA and APHA Professional 
Horseman. Christy recently joined the 
Colorado State University Equine Sciences 
Advisory Council and the American Veteri-
nary Medical Association Equine Advisory 
Committee. She has used her undergradu-
ate degree in public relations and speech 
communication from California State Uni-
versity Fullerton and a graduate degree in 
mass communication and journalism from 
University of Colorado at Boulder as the 
sponsorship and youth programs manager 
for the Arabian Horse Association, a trainer 
for Skill Path Seminars, and as the develop-
ment director for The Urban Farm. Christy 
lives in Aurora, CO, with her husband, 
John; her two boys, Sean and Kyle; and  
her lesson horses, Sox and Chip.

WEBSITE DESIGN • GRAPHIC DESIGN • INTERNET MARKETING • EMAIL MARKETING

SOLDesign
303.SUNSHINE • 303.786.7446 • info@SOLdesign.us

SOLhosting.us • SOLeNews.us 

Ask us about how we can help you make your business stand  
out on the internet, and show you how to attract new clients!  

Proudly serving the horse industry for 25 years.

be a unicorn
in a field 

of horses
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YOUR CHA

FRIDAY AT 7 P.M.  
DESSERT ROUND TABLES 

HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

Visit this roundtable to find out about 
CHA member benefits you might not be 
using and what the future of the associa-
tion looks like.

DIANE LESHER
Diane, is president, of 
Equisure, Inc., located in 
Aurora, CO. Diane has 
been with Equsiure for 
20 years. Equisure, an in-
surance agency, specializ-
es in providing insurance 

to many animal associations, United States 
Equestrian, the United States Polo Associa-
tion, the Arabian Horse Association, the 
Certified Horsemanship Association, the 
Intercollegiate Horse Show Association, the 
American Endurance Ride Conference, the 
American Kennel Club, and many more. 
Diane can be reached at diane@equisure-
inc.com or 800-752-2472. Visit the website 
at www.equisure-inc.com.

EQUINE INSURANCE 
FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 

DESSERT ROUND TABLES 
HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

Come and ask insurance questions that you 
have about professional liability, mortality, 
personal excess, care, custody and control, 
directors and officers and much more!

GARRET LEONARD
Garret is the director 
of Harmony Equine 
Center, a 168-acre 
center near Frank-
town, CO. It provides 
relief from suffer-
ing, does rehabilita-
tion, and provides 
chances for new 
lives to abused and 

neglected horses seized by law enforce-
ment agencies. Since its opening in 2012, 
Garret has overseen the center and 1,400+ 
horses, ponies, donkeys, and mules from 
throughout Colorado. Once the animals 
are restored to health by staff, several on-
call veterinarians, farriers, and around 80 
volunteers, they are offered for adoption 

to responsible new owners through an ap-
plication and interview process. Currently, 
Harmony Equine Center works with 46 
sheriff’s offices with Memorandums of 
Understanding or Partnership Agreements 
to house the horses as part of the im-
pound. He is working with the American 
Association of Equine Practitioners on 
protocols for refeeding starved horses as 
well as assisting the ASPCA on evaluation, 
training, and placement of equines after 
rehabilitation.

TRAINING HORSES THE  
HARMONY EQUINE CENTER WAY

SATURDAY AT 1:30 P.M. 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

The Dumb Friends League Harmony 
Equine Center™ is a private rehabilitation 
and adoption facility for abused and ne-
glected horses, ponies, donkeys, and mules 
that have been removed from their owners 
by law enforcement authorities. It also 
serves as a central hub where horses from 
humane societies and rescue groups in the 
Midwest and southwestern United States 
can receive training and rehoming. In 
March of 2018, the Harmony began open-
ing its doors to privately owned horses in 
need of rehoming. With over 1,100 horses 
placed over the past six years, find out how 
they work with adopters, train horses, and 
make a match. The Dumb Friends League 
Harmony Equine Center is a member of 
the Certified Horsemanship Association 
and received the highest marks in facility 
approval since CHA has been certifying 
facilities. Currently, the Harmony Equine 
Center, Colorado State University, and The 
Right Horse have partnered to find homes 
for these horses as possible lesson mounts. 
Come to this session to find out how Har-
mony accesses each horse that arrives on 
the ground and under saddle.

LISA LOMBARDI
Lisa started as a 
wrangler at a sum-
mer camp that 
offered a perfor-
mance drill team 
to campers. Lisa’s 
experience includes 
reining, jumping, 
dressage, trail rid-

ing, horse camping, mounted color guard, 
and mounted assistance unit with the 

American Quarter Horse Association and 
Appaloosa Horse Club. She has worked 
with Pam Prudler, one of the original CHA 
founders; Mike Boyle, then president of 
NRHA; Diana Thompson, equine acupres-
sure expert and author of “Acupressure 
Point Charts for Horses;” and many oth-
ers. Lisa earned a B.A. in English with an 
emphasis in education. She also enjoys 
writing equine articles for the Sonoma 
County Horse Journal. Lisa has been CHA 
Certified since 1990 and is currently CHA 
Clinic Staff as well as a Site Evaluator. Lisa 
teaches lessons on her nine horses and 
clients’ horses, as well as at an after-school 
and a summer camp program. Lisa puts on 
monthly play days, and her students com-
pete in dressage and jumping. Lisa has also 
taught hands-on equine science courses 
at Santa Rosa Junior College. Lisa is also 
PATH Intl. certified and CIEP-ED certified.

PREVENTING LESSON  
HORSE BURNOUT

SATURDAY AT 1:30 P.M. 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

What are some techniques that can be used 
to promote longevity of lesson horses, and 
prevent burnout? It is indeed important to 
select appropriate horses to be used for les-
sons. However, after we purchase them and 
put the time and effort into preparing them 
to work as lesson horses, how do we keep 
them sound, safe, and willing to do their 
job long-term? Through interactive discus-
sions and activities, the participants of this 
presentation will gain insights on how to 
prevent lesson horse burnout.

SHELLEY MANN
Shelley grew up 
riding hunters 
and jumpers 
in Michigan 
in a decidedly 
non-horsey fam-
ily. Heading to 
Kentucky for 

college, she spent several years in academia 
teaching riding and horse care at the 
university level. Shelley has been with The 
United States Pony Clubs, Inc., for 16 years 
as the director of marketing and commu-
nications. She blends a creative side with 
a passion for horses, horse care, and rider 
safety in hopes of helping more individu-
als enjoy a life in and around the barn. 
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In her spare time, Shelley still rides and 
shows hunter jumpers from her small farm 
outside of Lexington, KY, and often can 
be seen in the judge’s box at local horse 
shows around the country.

UNITED STATES PONY CLUB  
RIDING CENTERS EXPLAINED

FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 
DESSERT ROUND TABLES 

HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

Find the resources you need. USPC provides 
access to exclusive instructional materials for 
ALL instructors, professors, teachers, and edu-
cators. Organized, easy-to-understand lesson 
plans and resources make teaching easier.

We will discuss: 1. Resources to teach un-
mounted equine topics with ready-to-use 
lesson plans for students and teachers. 2. 
Equine Curriculum, including an activity 
guide for instructors (with teaching tools, 
grading options, and progressive activities) 
plus student worksheets based on USPC’s 
Standards of Proficiency. 3. Pony Club IQ 
and webinars provides a collection of e-
Learning technology for students to access 
relevant equine health and educational 
topics on their own.

HEIDI NYLAND MELOCCO
Heidi Nyland Melocco, 
MS, founded The Whole 
Picture, LLC, to help small 
businesses thrive online 
and in the media. She 
keeps up with social media 
trends and guides her cli-

ents to the top of the feeds. She has built so-
cial media accounts from zero to hundreds 
of thousands of followers. She helps to 
manage social media for top equine product 
companies—planning contests, videos, 
memes, and more. Her clients include horse 
trainers, equestrian fashion designers, tack 
manufacturers, leather craftsmen, natural 
feed and supplement companies, and more. 
Heidi uses her background in journalism 
and photography to present a professional 
and polished look that helps her clients 
stand out! Her photography and journalism 
are seen regularly in Horse & Rider, Horse  
Illustrated, and Young Rider magazines and 
has earned American Horse Publications 
and AIM Media Awards top honors. Heidi 
works in an industry she understands—she 
is a PATH Intl. certified instructor and cares 
for a registered APHA gelding named “Q” 
(who acts as her top equine model). Visit 
www.Whole-Picture.com.

MAKING SOCIAL MEDIA POSTS 
MEAN THE MOST WHEN  
YOU’RE SHORT ON TIME

FRIDAY AT 4:30 P.M. 
HILTON – SALON 2

You know you need to keep up with social 
media—but what is most important to do 
and how do you make time to do it? We’ll 
talk about the kind of posts that you need 
to make, where to post, and how to post 
if you’re short on time. You’ll leave with 
tips to help you engage your audiences 
and get attention for your riding program. 
Video is king, and content matters! Learn 
how to get video online easily and create 
fun, engaging posts. Plus, learn my rules 
for posting: what not to say, how to use 
tags and hashtags to get noticed, and 
when you should and shouldn’t use apps 
to automate your posts.  
 
DALE MYLER

Dale and his broth-
ers, Ron and Bob, 
are third generation 
horsemen and are 
three of the world’s 
leading bit design-
ers. Dale’s extensive 
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research into equine dentistry and physiol-
ogy has evolved our understanding of not 
only the mechanics of bits but also how 
they can contribute to the communication 
between horse and rider. The unique Myler 
designs focus on mentally relaxing horses 
so the rider can achieve more effective 
communication. Known for his kind and 
thoughtful approach, Dale is motivated by 
a genuine desire to improve the relation-
ship between horse and rider. He has done 
bitting clinics and seminars all over the 
U.S. and around the world for every level 
of rider and horse: Australia, New Zealand, 
Sweden, Wales, England, Germany, Scot-
land, Ireland, Canada, Poland, Switzerland, 
Brazil, and Austria. He speaks at expos and 
for many organizations, as well as conduct-
ing private clinics and seminars.

BIT EVASION: HOW TO  
RECOGNIZE IT AND  
WHAT THE CAUSE IS
SUNDAY AT 9 A.M 

CSU LECTURE ROOM

This lecture will examine the behavioral 
signs of bit resistance, review the primary 
cause of resistance and how to address it. 
Through a PowerPoint presentation,  
the audience can clearly see examples of 
horses resisting the bit, followed by coun-
ter examples of how the horse changes 
after re-bitting.

HOW CHANGING A  
HORSE’S BIT CAN  

CHANGE THE HORSE
SUNDAY AT 3 P.M. 

ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

Changing a horse’s bit to correctly address 
bit resistance changes the pressure points 
that the rider uses to communicate with 
the horse. This session reviews how to suc-
cessfully transition to a new bit, how the 
rider needs to adjust to that new commu-
nication, and how to recognize when a bit 
isn’t working for your horse.

NRHA TRAINER RYAN RUSHING
NRHA Profession-
al Ryan Rushing 
owns Ryan Rush-
ing Performance 
Horses, LLC, in 
Eaton, CO, with 
his wife, Amy. 
Operating out of 

Spicer Arena, the NRHA Professional special-
izes in training and showing aged event rein-
ing horses and coaching non pros as well as 
hosting clinics, sales, and lessons. With NRHA 
Lifetime Earnings in excess of $122,000, 
Rushing has earned top finishes in the NRHA 
Open Derby, the NRHA Open Futurity, and 
the National Reining Breeders Classic.

NATIONAL REINING HORSE  
ASSOCIATION RIDE A REINER

SATURDAY AT NOON 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Take a spin on a trained reining horse for only 
$55. This fundraiser goes towards helping 
those in financial need attend a CHA Clinic.

AMY OBRINGER
Amy was the 
founder and direc-
tor of Blue Waters 
Youth Ranch, a 
501(c)3, dedicated 
to providing a free 

ranch experience to foster and adopted 
children in Washington State from 2009 
to 2012. She has been a CHA Certified 
Instructor and active 4-H horse leader since 
2009. Before raising four children, Amy ac-
tively competed in team penning, sorting, 
and barrel racing. She currently owns and 
operates CowboyCO LLC, a large boarding 
facility in Southern California and com-
petes at local horse shows and gymkhanas 
with her children.

BARREL RACING FOR  
ALL LEVELS OF RIDERS 

SUNDAY AT 3 P.M. 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Imagine three barrels set up in a cloverleaf 
pattern. This class will teach the “Sit, Lift, and 
Look” strategy of barrel racing. We will focus 
on how to set up your pocket before the bar-
rel, the how and why behind slow practice, 
and drills to keep your horse turning well 
while remaining quiet and soft. Barrel horses 
do not need to be hot, and we will discuss 
how to avoid gate problems.

MARGRIT PARKER
Attorney Margrit works 
with clients in all phases 
of business and career 
development, including 
equine professionals, 
and helps with various 

contracts, liability release forms, and sales, 
lease, and boarding agreements. Margrit 
enjoys representing equine clients in pro-
active business planning and management, 
litigation, defense of claims of malpractice 
and liability, appeals, and appearances 
before licensing boards. This native of 
California majored in Equine Science and 
Zoology at Colorado State University. Mar-
grit co-authors an annual case law survey 
on equine torts and insurance law for the 
American Bar Association, is a member and 
past‐chair of the American Bar Associa-
tion’s Equine Law Subcommittee of the 
Animal Law Committee, and serves on the 
board of the Colorado Therapeutic Riding 
Center. Margrit was named the Denver Bar 
Association’s 2014 Young Lawyer of the 
Year, and is a repeat Colorado Super Law-
yers Rising Star. For more about Margrit, 
visit www.linkedin.com/in/margritlent-
parker and http://childsmccune.com/staff/
margrit-lent-parker.

PRACTICING SAFETY IS  
NOT ENOUGH: THE IMPORTANCE 
OF PUSHING PAPER—CONTRACTS, 

LIABILITY RELEASES,  
AND INSURANCE

SATURDAY AT 3 P.M. 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

The CHA mission is to change lives 
through safe experiences with horses. As 
an equine professional, one of your chief 
goals is maintaining a safe environment 
for your equine activities. You spend lots of 
time developing your teaching and horse 
training skills, building your horse health 
knowledge, and developing and marketing 
your business, but how much time have 
you spent preparing for when things go 
wrong, despite your best efforts? Dealing 
with contracts and insurance is an essential 
part of what you do. Ensuring that your 
contracts, releases, and insurance are ap-
propriately in place protects you and your 
business and can allow you to identify 
ways to have safer and more positive expe-
riences with your clients.

BETH POWERS
Beth, of Bellefontaine, 
OH, is our current CHA 
President, a CHA Certi-
fied Instructor, and a 
CHA Certified Over-
night Guide, as well as a 
Site Trainer and Visitor. 
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She was the Equestrian Director for the 
Bar W Ranch at YMCA Camp Willson in 
Bellefontaine where she oversaw a herd 
of 50+ horses, a staff, and all of the lesson 
programs, trail rides, summer camps, and 
overnight events. Beth has shared her 
knowledge on teaching techniques and 
the process in which people learn different 
skills as a presenter at the CHA Interna-
tional Conference and at CHA regional 
conferences, the American Youth Horse 
Council Symposium, and at Equine Affaire 
in Ohio. She has also been the keynote at 
the Wisconsin State 4-H Conference and 
a Volunteer of the Year for CHA. Beth has 
been published in the American Camping 
Association magazine and Stable Man-
agement magazine. She is an American 
Quarter Horse Professional Horseman. She 
received her Bachelor of Science in Educa-
tion from Miami University in Ohio.

CHA ANNUAL  
MEMBERSHIP MEETING

FRIDAY AT 2 P.M. 
HILTON – SALONS 4 AND 6

Come and learn what your association is 
doing and how it can help you and how 
you can become more actively involved.

 DEVELOPING AN EDUCATED  
EYE WITH GROUP RIDING 
SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M. 

ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

This presentation will involve audience 
participation. Here is a chance to develop 
an educated eye while observing rid-
ers demonstrate typical equitation faults 
(safely). We will learn skills to become bet-
ter instructors from each other. There will 
be something for every level of instructor 
for both Western and English riders.

TARA REIMER
Tara has always been 
involved with horses. 
Tara and husband Derek 
own/operate Cloud 9 
Ranch near Steinbach, 
Manitoba, Canada, 
where she teaches West-

ern and English riding, vaulting, equine-as-
sisted psychotherapy, group discovery, and 
therapeutic riding, as well as trains horses, 
judges shows, and gives clinics. She is a 
CHA Clinic Instructor and Region 2 Direc-
tor. In 2013, CHA named Tara the Instruc-
tor of the Year, and in 2016 her horse Arnie 
was awarded School Horse of the Year! Tara 

is certified with EAGALA as the equine spe-
cialist on the team. She is president of the 
Canadian Western Horse Association and 
longtime exhibitor with AQHA. Through 
Equine Canada she is a western coach and 
general performance judge. Tara continues 
to show horses in many events, ranging 
from dressage to working cow horse. She 
is fascinated by the healing qualities that 
horses offer humans. Tara has presented 
at the CHA International Conferences in 
Kentucky and Tennessee as well as at Horse 
3 in Brandon. Visit www.cloud9ranch.ca.

TRANSITIONS FOR ALL GAITS
SATURDAY AT 10:30 A.M 

ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

Improve the timing and smoothness of 
transitions between all gaits when you 
learn more about what changes your horse 
is making through its’ body and how you 
as the rider need to adjust. Become more 
aware of what your horse’s body should 
feel like and how you can help your horse 
through the transitions. The horse always 
does their best so if your transitions need 
improving, learn how to help your horse! 
Know your gaits and footfalls well before 
this presentation.



24  •  CHA International Conference 2018 - Celebrating Over 50 Years

TIARE SANTISTEVAN
Tiare is an instructor 
in the Equine Sciences 
Program at Colorado 
State University. In 
her youth, her family 
raised Thoroughbreds 
and Quarter Horses in 

Kauai, HI. She received a bachelor’s degree 
in Agricultural Education and a Master’s 
of Agriculture in Cooperative Extension 
Education from Colorado State Univer-
sity (CSU) and is a 2008 graduate of the 
Colorado Agriculture and Rural Leadership 
(CARL) program, a United States Hunter 
Jumper Association certified trainer, and 
a CHA Master Instructor in both English 
and Western. Tiare joined the faculty at 
CSU in August 2001 and teaches Equine 
Event and Sales Management, Equine 
Management, Riding Instructor Training, 
Preparation for Equine Competition, and 
part of the Introduction to Equine Science 
class. Tiare is also the internship coordina-
tor for the program, advisor to the English 
Riding Club, and is also the Key Academic 
Advisor for the program. In her spare time, 
Tiare can be found spending time with her 
family, riding her horses, playing soccer, or 
enjoying the Colorado mountains.

VISIT COLORADO STATE  
UNIVERSITY EQUINE SCIENCES

SATURDAY AT 4:30 P.M.

CAVALETTIS AND POLE  
WORK AT ALL GAITS FOR  

A VARIETY OF LEVELS

SUNDAY AT 9 A.M 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Whether you want your students to  
jump or not, cavaletti and ground 
pole work is good for horses and 
riders to do to improve strength, 
rhythm and timing. 

JUMPING GYMNASTICS
SUNDAY AT 10:30 A.M 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Jumping gymnastics is fun but can 
also be daunting to teach! Come 
to this session to learn how to set 
up different grids and the measure-
ments for them and how to set your 
students and horses up for success as 
they go through them.

TRACY SCHMIDT
Tracy, received a BFA 
from the University of 
Kansas, and has 30 years 
of experience working 
in: graphic design, visual 
communication, market-
ing, sales, publishing, web 

development, internet marketing, online 
business / reputation management, email 
marketing, social networking, and business 
development. Though Tracy has worked with 
a wide range of various industries—small and 
large corporations, local and international 
businesses (including Fortune 100’s)—she 
is most passionate about her work within 
the horse industry—with trainers, farms, 
breeders, exhibitors, horse-related businesses, 
organizations, and non-profits. She specializes 
in providing businesses with innovative solu-
tions to stand out in today’s market—online 
and through mainstream media. Tracy is also 
an adjunct professor, conducts workshops, 
lectures, and is currently a self-employed 
consultant, providing services in Website & 
Graphic Design + Sales & Marketing, through 
SOL Design, Inc., www.SOLdesign.us.

DIGITAL MEDIA & WEBSITE TRENDS
FRIDAY AT 7 P.M. 

DESSERT ROUND TABLES 
HILTON – SALON 4 AND 6

Do you still find it a challenge to stand out 
as a business in today’s technology and 
gadget-filled world—that’s moving at the 
speed of light—leaving your business in 
a trail of dust? Are you too occupied with 
running your own business, to figure out 
how to create a converting, digital market-
ing strategies online? Well, hold your hors-
es, and take a deep breath! I’ll gladly give 
you the heals-down on: how the internet 
really works, the latest online marketing 
trends, how to analyze and innovate your 
website, and set your business apart! You’ll 
get detailed how-to’s, resources and links, 
personalized solutions and recommenda-
tions—just for your unique business. Social 
networks, online business directories and 
media share sites boast more than 1.5 bil-
lion combined “users.” Saavy users turn 
to search engines, social media, devices, 
mobile apps—and even texting—as ways 
to find what they’re looking for AND to 
communicate “on scene” with companies. 
Let me show you how to reach your online 
untapped consumer segments, how to so-

CONNECT WITH CHA
#CHAinstructors | @CHAinstructors

Facebook: 	 facebook.com/CHAinstructors 
FB Group: 	 facebook.com/groups/45943538052 
YouTube: 	 youtube.com/user/CHAinstructor 
Twitter: 	 twitter.com/CHAinstructors 
Instagram: 	 instagram.com/CHAinstructors 
Pinterest: 	 pinterest.com/CHAinstructors 
LinkedIn: 	 linkedin.com/groups/2177787
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cial network, manage your online business 
reputation, monetize your website, and 
streamline communication and advertising 
through digital media, email marketing, 
text messaging—and, even through non-
visual experiences << BIGGEST new trend!

ANN STREETT-JOSLIN
Ann is currently CHA’s 
document specialist, work-
ing to convert CHA paper-
work for internet access. 
She does editing, layout, 
file organization, and user 
support of CHA’s hundreds 

of documents. Ann has been active with 
horses and the horse industry for more than 
55 years. From the show ring, to 4-H, to guest 
ranches, to driving, training colts, all types 
of instruction, and program/facility manage-
ment, Ann is well-versed in the business. She 
is a CHA Master Level Riding Instructor and 
Clinic Instructor for Standard, Riders with 
Disabilities, Equine Facility Management, and 
Driving, as well as a Site Visitor and a former 
member of both the CHA and PATH Intern-
national Boards of Directors. She currently 
manages Rancho Vista near Dolores, CO, 
where she and husband enjoy trail riding in 
the surrounding mountains and canyons.

CREATING AND USING  
PDF FILLABLE FORMS

SUNDAY AT 3 P.M. 
CSU LECTURE ROOM

Documentation is a fundamental part 
of any instruction, boarding, or training 
program. Are you still hand-writing lesson 
notes or wondering what that email ad-
dress really is on a registration form. This 
session will introduce using Adobe Acrobat 
to create and customize your forms for 
completion online. You will learn to im-
prove the professionalism and readability 
of your forms by using the tools and com-
mands for PDF fillable forms.

CHERYL WEST
Cheryl is a CHA Master 
Instructor and Clinician 
for English, western, 
therapeutic, and jump-
ing, and a PATH Intl. 
therapeutic instructor 
and mentor. She travels 

nationally teaching The Connected Ride to 
all disciplines and developing instructors. 
She owns and operates West Equestrian 
Ranch in Sand Springs, OK, teaching les-
sons to over 60 riders a week at her ranch 

as well as teaching on Saturdays through 
the region. She often travels to certify 
instructors, mentor others, and teach 
clinics. She was the program manager for 
the American Therapeutic Center, with 
70+ riders for five years. She encourages 
riders and people from all walks of life that 
upper-level equitation can be achieved no 
matter what discipline, horse, or income. 
Cheryl has organized and managed several 
shows, events, and been a part of many 
boards, served as president, and helped in 
various organizations. She is passionate 
about CHA, all types of dressage, and using 
bio-mechanics, rhythm, and feel to under-
stand the horse’s language.

EXERCISES TO CONTROL &  
IMPROVE THE POSTING TROT

SATURDAY AT 1:30 P.M. 
ADAMS ATKINSON ARENA

Posting is an important balance exercise 
that benefits both horse and rider. Learn 
different ways of posting to help you be 
more fluid in the movement, and to allow 
the horse to help you work (not the other 
way around)! Learn why posting is impor-
tant and how to teach it from feel.
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WAYNE WILLIAMS
Wayne has a long back-
ground in radio and TV, 
as a disc jockey, news-
caster, and behind the 
scenes in sales and pro-
duction. He has ridden 

in parades from the Indianapolis 500 Parade 
to the Rose Bowl Parade, exhibited in open 
and Palomino shows, and most recently, he 
and wife Pat pay tribute to Roy Rogers and 
Dale Evans on horseback with period cos-
tumes and silver saddles. He has become the 
“voice” of more than 20 top horse expos na-
tionwide and in Canada and aids many in 
presenting entertainment on horseback and 
various equine acts. His latest accomplish-
ment was as the “Equine Entertainment 
MC” at the 2010 World Equestrian Games 
in Lexington, KY, at the 2018 Rose Parade 
Equestfest Producer/Director in Pasadena, 
and other events. Wayne enjoys trail riding 
and camping with Pat and being the “man 
behind the microphone.” He is the host of 
“Speaking of Horses” TV and radio. Visit 
www.speakingofhorses.com.

SPEAKING OF HORSES RADIO  
AND ONLINE TV SHOW

FRIDAY AT 10 A.M 
HILTON – SALON 3

Come and watch and even be on the live 
show telling others about CHA and the 
International Conference.

JOANNE YOUNG 
JoAnne has been 
teaching riding and 
training horses for 
over 54 years and 
is happy that she is 
still learning. She has 

studied with such wonderful instructors 
as Walter Zettl (dressage coach to Cana-
dian event team when they won Bronze at 
the Los Angeles Olympics), Bertin Potter 
in Germany, Molly Sivewright (FEI judge 
and past chair of the Fellows of the British 
Horse Society), Carel Eijkenaar (FEI judge), 
Eddo Hoestra (FEI trainer) and Doris 
Halstead (physical therapist and author of 
“Releasing the Potential: Physical Therapy 
Modalities for Horse and Rider”). JoAnne 
is the author of the M.A. thesis, “Preparing 
students for riding instructor certification 
through college curricula.”

CONNECTING YOUR SEAT  
TO THE HORSE’S FEET 
SUNDAY AT 1:30 P.M. 
BILL PICKETT ARENA

Learn how to teach riders how to feel for 
the right moment and the right place to 
apply their aids to properly influence the 
desired leg and hoof of the horse. Transi-
tions, lengthening and shortening stride, 
correct bend, and lateral work all improve 
as the rider learns to connect his/her seat 
to the horse’s feet!

Publications & Manuals
The Equine Professional – The Art of Teaching Riding

CHA Composite Horsemanship Manual

Level 1- 4 Manuals, Level 1 (English and Spanish)

CHA Trail Guide Manual

CHA Standards for Equestrian Programs

Video DVDs, PLUS Many More!!!
Arena Equipment and Rider Fitness

Bits and Bitting and Equine Dental Care

Body Condition Scoring

Centered Riding Workshop for Instructors

CHA Horsemanship Safety Shorts

Developing “Feel” in Riders &  
Communication through Timing

Developing the Rider’s Seat &  
Quick Corrections for Position

Driving 101 

Exercises for Various Levels of Riders  
& Lunge Line Exercises

Ins and Outs of Vaulting

Jumping 101 and Development of the Lesson Horse

Jumping 202 – Gymnastics and Grid Work

Leads – Simple Changes and Counter Canter

Mounted Games & Lessons for  
Visual & Kinesthetic Learners

Pack and Trail Essentials

Police Academy Training/ 
Mental Preparation for the Rider

Reducing Stress/Desensitizing Horses  
to New Stimuli – Dr. Temple Grandin

Reining Basics and Using Reining Horses to Teach

Relationship Training for Humans Taught  
to You By Your Horse

Saddle Fit Group Riding Program Solutions – Western

Saddle Fit Individual Riders - English

Sidepass, Pivot, and Bending  
Exercises for Lateral Control

“Soft Touch” Training & Moving the  
Four Quarters of the Horse

Teaching Techniques & Adding to Your  
Horseback Riding Teaching Bag of Tricks

Through the Back & On the Bit  
and Lengthening and Collecting

TTouch and Feldenkrais Method

Use Ground Poles, Cones &  
Improve Responsiveness and Balance

Using Obstacles to Spice Up Your  
Horseback Riding Lessons

Safety Posters; Mini Level CD; Badges, Pins  
and Certificates for your students and campers; 
Program Supplies; Clothing and Accessories;  
Tack and Gear; Nutritional Products

CHAinstructors.com/store 
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VOLUNTEER AWARD WINNERS 
2017...................................................Jill Montgomery

2016....................................................... Sanna Rolling

2015......................................................Terry Williams

2014 ..........................................................Laura Jones

2013 ........................................................ Tara Gamble

2012..................................................Lori Maciulewicz

2011......................................................Tammi Gainer

2010.................................................Ann Streett-Joslin

2009........................................................Tim Alderson

2008............................................................ Jack Breaks

2007........................................................Lynn O’Brien

2006..........................................................Beth Powers

2005................................................................Bill Enns

2004.......................................................... Lynn Squire

2003..............................................Christine Guenther

2002...........................................................Dodi Stacey 

2001.....................................................Jo-Anne Young

2000..........................................................Michal Kays

1999....................................................... Susanne Valla

1998.................................................Barbara Christian

1997...........................................................Lew Sterrett

1996..........................................................Susan Harris

PARTNERSHIP SAFETY AWARD WINNERS
2017 .............................................. Houghton College 

2016................................................... Camp Berachah 

2015...................................................Blue Star Camps

2014............. North American Trail Ride Conference

2013 .................................................. Julie Goodnight

2012.................................................... Riders4Helmets

2011...................Saddle Up Safely—University of KY

2010....................................................................Troxel

2009 .......................................................Equisure, Inc.

2008........................................... Kentucky Horse Park

2007.................American Quarter Horse Association

2006.......................... American Vaulting Association 

2005 .............................................PATH International

2004..........North American Horsemen’s Association

2003 ........................American Camping Association

2002...............................Markel Insurance Company

2001..........................American Youth Horse Council

2000.................... Washington State 4-H Foundation 

1999....................... Horse Council, British Columbia

1998.......................................................Hadley Stacey

1997..................................... Julie Fershtman, counsel

1996.............................................. Lexington Helmets

CHA STONE SCHOOL HORSE OF THE YEAR
2017........................Matthew, Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA

2016.................Ida Liked a Dun, Cloud 9, Steinbach, MB

2015.......... Sir Dar, Experience Equus, Aledo, TX

2014..... Pumpkin, Houghton College, Houghton, NY

2013...........Brady Who, Star T Ranch, Aledo, TX

2012...Shawnee, PLA Horse Play, Covington, GA

2011......Chewy, Living Water Ranch, Fairbanks, AK

2010 ....Cinder, Center Lake Bible Camp, Tustin, MI

2009.......BoJangles, Paradise Ranch, Springfield, TN

2008.....Smokey, Dream Catcher Stables, Spring, TX

2007 .......................Doc—Golden Gate Vaulters, CO

2006 .Domino’s Crescent Moon, Eagle Creek Eq. Ctrr, GA

2005 ...... Mr. Peach–Emigrant Springs Horsemanship, CA

2004 ............. Woody–Woodloch Stables, Hugo, MN

2003 .....Shotgun Jetta–TLC Stables, East Swanzy, NH

2002..........Yeller–Rancho Vista Therapy Center, CO

CHA INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR
2017......................................... Jenn Gay, Pickney, MI 

2016 .................................Gerrie Barnes, Conroe, TX

2015......................Anne Brzezicki, Murfreesboro, TN 

2014 ...............................Teresa Kackert, Menifee, CA

2013................................ Tara Reimer, Steinbach, MB

2012.................................. Patti Stalley, Riverton, WY

2011....................Megan-Rai Ferguson, Saint Andrews, MB

2010........................... Mitzi Summers, Fort Plain, NY

2009................................ Steven Lantvit, La Porte, IN

2008 ........................Tanya “T” Cody, Tallahassee, FL

2007 .............. Jennifer Willey, White Bear Lake, MN

2006 .................................. Karen Pikovsky, Irwin, PA

2005 ..................... Lori Hall-McNary, Escondido, CA

2004 .................................Rathel Gincig, Aurora, CO

2003 .................................Cydney Adler, Burien, WA

CHA CLINIC INSTRUCTOR OF THE YEAR
2017...........................Shellie Hensley, Macksburg, IA 

2016...............................Betsy Chandler, Trinton, GA

2015 ..................................... Pat Leach, Burleson, TX

2014........................................ Kristi Harris, Pryor, OK

2013..........................Delena Jennings, Utterson, ON

2012................................Michal Kays, Rochester, WA

2011........................ Terry Williams, Blanchester, OH

2010 ..................................Heidi Potter, Guilford, VT

2009....................................... Stan Loewen, Mead, KS

2008................Millie Binkley, New Johnsonville, TN

2007 .........................Jo-Anne Young, Houghton, NY

2006 .............................Tara Gamble, Edmonton, AB 

2005 ................ Polly Haselton Barger, Nashville, RN

2004...............................Barbara Klatt, Lancaster, OH

2003 ............................Darla Ryder, Weatherford, TX

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE AWARD WINNERS
2017.................................... Ward Stutz, Amarillo, TX 

2016.........................Peggy Adams, Myrtle Beach, SC

2015.............................Marcie Stimmel, Menifee, CA

2014 ............................... Jim Glunt, Martinsburg, PA

2013.................................Susan Harris, Cortland, NY

2012.................................Phil Peterson, Ritzville, WA

2010 ............................Patrick Mullins, Bumpass, VA

2009 ....................................Fred Bruce, Crandall, GA

CHA Award Winners
In Appreciation to our Donors for  

the 2018 Silent Auction & Giveaways:

American Hippotherapy Association 
American Paint Horse Association 

American Quarter Horse Association 
American Youth Horse Council 
Arabian Horse Association 

Gerrie Barnes – New Concepts Consulting 
Bimeda 

Blaze Magazine
Cavallo Horse & Rider 

Cosequin – Nutramax Labs 
Dressage Training Online

Equestrian Lands Conservation Resource 
EquiPride 

Julie Fischer 
Julie Fershtman 
Fort Worth Herd 
Julie Goodnight 
Hands On Gloves 

Randy and Shellie Hensley 
Houghton College 

Interscholastic Equestrian Association 
Kentucky Horse Park 

Larry Killam – HorseGate Ministry 
Lyft

Myler Bits 
National Reining Horse Association

Valerie Ormond 
PATH International 

Redmond Minerals Inc. 
Right Horse Initiative 

Sanna Roling – Dream Catcher Stables 
Seaglass Fine Art Photography 

Dodi Stacey Family 
Ann Streett-Joslin 
Toklat Originals 
Troxel Helmets 

United States Dressage Federation 
Visit Fort Collins 
Visit Lexington 

Warner’s Printing 
Missy Wryn

Our Donors
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